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Mr. Secretary: 


Herewith a suggested agenda for discussion with the U. S. team 
preparatory to meetings with the Vietnamese. 


. Agenda for joint meetings -- as proposed by Ellsworth Bunker 


1 

2 

3 

4, 


5 
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Military Situation - enemy intentions and capabilities 
Vietnamese Forces • status, performance, needs 
Paris Talks and US/GVN consultations 
GVN - viability and support 

a * Progress toward Constitutional government 
b. Progress toward political organization 

Vietnamese Economy 
Status of Pacification 
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The above seems to encompass the more detailed items suggested 
by Clark Clifford. 


Agenda for the private meetings of the Presidents 
(you may wish to discuss this item on a restricted basis) 

" Reassure President Thieu of US support. 

What does Thieu need from us? 

— Stimulate Thieu toward greater initiative in 

(a) negotiation 

(b) national reconciliation, while 

(c) recognizing timing depends on Thieu 1 s evaluation of his 

political problems 

“ Timing of a political settlement (Bunker and Clifford have views 
on how this should be handled) 

C. F or mat and Content for Public Declaration 



1. 


2 . 


Communique (I suggest we use Harry McPherson l s redraft as a 
starting point). 

Declaration: Format • Organization • Substance 
a. State of the war 

Status of peace talks DECLASSIFIED 

Reaffirm Manila Declaration E.O. 12356 Sec. 5.4 

Joint objectives 1VQ <?3 

ByJjIL— NASA, DaceliZ^d? 


b. 


C. 

d. 
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C. Format and Content for Public Declaration 
(Continued)? 

e. Withdrawal of US forces 

f. Continuing assistance to SVN 

g. Opposition to coalition government 

h. One-man-one-vote constitutional government 

i. Political talks between Hanoi and Saigon 

j- Proposal for meeting of military commanders 

3. Possible Presidential Statement or Press Conference 
-- Timing 

-- Content -- items from 1 and 2 to be highlighted 


Substantive Issues 


10 . 


US-GVN interpretation of Manila Communique . 

Should we publicly clarify Manila Communique? \ 

One-man-one-vote. Is this an issue with GVN? J 

Degree of emphasis in mutual force withdrawals / 

Political role for former VC -- substance of position and ' 
public explanation 

Peace supervision. What do we want and how do we play it 
with GVN and others? 

Conditions for cessation of bombing 
Cease-fire proposal 

Negotiations after a bombing cessation -- variations on 
our side/your side -- role of TCC f s 
What v/ill the GVN expect from us and what should we expect 
from them? 
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Rostow 









